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House of Industry |

An Emirati Success Story

“He who has no past has no present or fu-
ture.” This profound philosophy of the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may
God have mercy on him, serves as a corner-
stone of the “House of Industry” at Make it
in the Emirates. The exhibit takes visitors
on a journey through time, highlighting the
initial strides of the industrial sector in the
UAE.

The “House of Industry” platform narrates
the story of decades of industrial develop-
ment. In the 1970s, following the formation
of the Union, Dubai saw the opening of Port
Rashid, its first commercial port, which sig-
nificantly facilitated the large-scale move-
ment of goods. This period also marked
the establishment of the Musaffah Indus-
trial Area, the first zone dedicated to heavy
industries and emerging manufacturing
sectors in Abu Dhabi. Additionally, the
groundwork was laid for the food industry,
expansion into the Northern Emirates, and
industrial aluminum production.

In the 1980s, the UAE focused on enhancing
its port infrastructure and developing basic
industries, leading to the establishment of
companies such as Gulf Pharmaceutical In-
dustries (Julpha¥) and Al Ain Farms to pro-
mote self-sufficiency. During this period,

a www.miite.ae

Port Rashid underwent expansion in 1982,
and the Integrated Industrial Free Zone was
created to attract international firms, along-
side efforts in steel production and the
founding of Ras Al Khaimah Ceramics Com-
pany. By the 1990s, the UAE had ascended
to a position of global leadership in fire pro-
tection systems, marked by the establish-

ment of NAFFCO in Dubai, as well as in the
manufacturing of packaging materials.

The UAE's accession to the World Trade Or-
ganization in 1996 provided access to glob-
al markets and established trade frame-
works that spurred industrial growth and
regional integration. Since the early 2000s,
the UAE has made significant advances in
industrial development, including the cre-
ation of the Emirates Authority for Stan-
dardization and Metrology (ESMA), the ex-
pansion of free zones, the establishment
of Masdar, and the launch of the Khalifa
Industrial Zone Abu Dhabi (KIZAD).

Additionally, the UAE's Artificial Intelli-
gence Strategy enhances digital capabil-
ities through entities such as G42, drives
transformation through the National Con-
tent Program “In-Country Value (ICV)", and
advances the defence sector.
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